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Reagan Administration Maintains Position On Costa Rican
Peace Plan
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, July 15, 1987
After a July 10 meeting with the Ambassadors from Costa Rica, Honduras, Guatemala and El
Salvador, Secretary of State George Shultz said that the US welcomes the initiative of the Central
American democracies to find peace and stability in the region. Also attending the State Department
talks were Asst. Secretary of State Elliott Abrams and US envoy to Central America, Philip Habib.
Shultz said the group discussed the peace proposal introduced by Costa Rican President Oscar
Arias. While the Secretary expressed Washington's "wholehearted" welcome for the Costa Rican
plan, it was clear that the administration's position on certain central aspects of the plan remains
unyielding. Costa Rican Ambassador Guido Fernandez told reporters later that while everyone
agrees on the goals of a Central American peace plan, "in the means we have a different approach."
He pointed out that in a recent visit to Washington, President Arias emphasized that his peace plan
calls for a supervised cease-fire in regional guerilla wars; cutoff of outside military aid; suspension
of US aid to the Nicaraguan contras; and, a "process of immediate, simultaneous democratization
in Central America." The latter would require immediate negotiations between the Sandinista
government and its opposition. Arias said that these measures constitute the best means of securing
peace and development in the region. Fernandez added, "We know, of course, that the roads of
peace and the possibilities of development social, economic, and cultural pass through Washington
and Managua." Next, he observed that the Arias proposal has been perceived by both friends
and foes as a "viable and important" vehicle for peace in Central America. The administration
claims that continuing military pressure by the contras is necessary to force the Sandinistas into
accepting political pluralism. The US opposition is believed to have been a major factor in the
abrupt postponement from June to Aug. 6 of a Central American summit to discuss the Arias
plan. Last month, Arias was summoned from Indianapolis where he was on a private visit, to
the White House, where President Reagan detailed US objections to his plan in a meeting that
Costa Rican officials said was "sharp, tense and blunt." This encounter led to renewed charges
that the administration is interested only in military solutions to Central America's disputes.
Shultz assured the ambassadors that "they have the full support of the United States" in seeking a
negotiated peace. He stressed the importance of the word "simultaneous" in any consideration of
the Arias plan, i.e., support for the contras is to end only when the Sandinistas implement political
"pluralism." (Basic data from WASHINGTON POST, 07/11/87)
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